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good Account in their Trade; and I have seen some blue Sapphires there,
that I was told were found on some Mountains of this Country.

The Country is very fruitful in Corn, Fruits, and Roots, and excellent
Legumen of several Species, Abundance of wild Game either quadrupeds
or winged. In the Months of September and October, wild Deer are so
plentiful that 1 have bought one for three or four Pence; they are very
fleshy, but no Fat about them. They have many Soits of good Fish, and
Swiiies Flesh and Poultry are both plentiful and good.

They wear none of om European Commodities but Hats and Ribbons,
and the Gentry will give extravagant Prices for fine Beaver Hats, and nch
Ribbons flower'd with Silver and Gold, and if it be never so broad it is
stretcht up the Crown of the Hat as far as it can go, and they use no Sort
of Cock to their Hats. Cotton Cloths from Bengal and Chormondel, with
some stripped Silks, are best for their Market, and Silver of any Sort is
welcome to them. It pays the King eight and an Half per Cent. Custom,
but in lieu of that high Duty, he indulges the Merchants to melt it down,
and put what Alloy they please in it, and then to pass it off in Payments
as high as they can.

Rupee Silver, which has 110 Alloy in it, will bear twenty eight per Cent.
of Copper-alloy, and keep the Pegu Touch, which they call flower'd Silver,
and if it flowers, it passes current.

Their Way to make flower'd Silver is, when the Silver and Copper are
mix! and melted together, and while the Metal is liquid, they put it into
a shallow Mould, of what Figure or Magnitude they please, and before
the Liquidity is gone, they blow 011 it through a small wooden Pipe,
which makes the Face, or Part blown upon, appear with the Figures of
Flowers or Stars, but I never saw any European or other Foreigner at
Pegu, have the Art to make those Figures appear, and if there is too great
a Mixture of Alloy, no Figures will appear.

The King generally adds ten per Cent, on all Silver that comes into his
Treasury, besides what was put on at first, and tho' it be not flower'd.,
it must go off in all his Payments, but from any Body else it may be
refused if it is not flower'd.

His Government is arbitrary. All his Commands are Laws, but the
Reins of Government are kept steady and gently in the King's own Hand.
He severely punishes his Governors of Provinces or Towns, if Oppressions
or other illegal Practices are proven upon them; and to know how Affairs
pass in the State, every Province or City has a Mandereen or Deputy residing
at Court, which is generally in the City of Ava, the present Metropolis.

Every Morning these Mandereens are obliged to attend at Court, and
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